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Abstract: In this work paper it shows  the importance of standardization and certification activities, they have 

reciprocal influence one over the other, as well  as  market requirement influence for various products  on these 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

   

Standardisation represents a well organised, 

complex activity whose final purpose is the 

standards elaboration, approval, adoption 

and revision, where appropriate.  
The standard represents a document 

established by a consensus and approved by 

an organism which provides, for a common 

and repeated use, rules, directing lines or 

specific ones for the activities or for their 

results, in order to obtain the optimal order 

degree in a certain context – a definition 

given by the guide ISO/CEI 2: 1996   

 The same guide defines the certification as: 

“a procedure by means of which a third 

party gives a written assurance according 

to which a product, a process or a service is 

compliant to the specified requests”.  

The certification of products/services is an 

extremely important and strictly necessary 

thing for the existence of producers on the 

domestic or external market, and this is why 

they want to certify their products even 

though their certification is compulsory or 

voluntary.   

  

1. SHORT HISTORY 
 

The beginning of the standardisation, in 

Romania, has some roots strongly  

anchored in the past. Romania is one of the 

foundation members of the International 

Standardisation Organisation (ISO), as it 

was created in 1947. The ISO abbreviation 

(International Standardization Organisation) 

comes from Greek, where “isos” (ίσος)  

means “equal”, and the organisation is an 

international confederation for establishing 

norms in all fields except for the electricity 

and the electronics. In 1970, the Romanian 

Institute for Standardisation is settled. By 

the Governmental Decision no.483/August 

24th, 1992, the Romanian Institute for 

Standardisation worked as a specialty organ 

of the central public administration, in the 

standardisation field, and on August 28th, 

there is the GD no.19/28.08.1992 regarding 

the standardisation activity in Romania. In 

1998, there was an important institutional 

reform, namely the national organism of 

standardisation, the Romanian Institute for 

Standardisation becomes, based on the 

Governmental Ordinance no. 39/January 
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30th, 1998 (amended by GD no. 44/July 

27th, 1998) the Standardisation Organisation 

of Romania– ASRO, and GD no. 985/2004 

recognizes ASRO as a national organism of 

standardisation, in the conditions of GD no. 

39/1998 regarding the national 

standardisation activity approved as 

amended  and completed by Law no. 

355/2002 [1].  

Regarding the certification, we may 

mention that the RELAR association is 

settled in 1990 based on the Law no. 

21/1924 regarding the associations and the 

foundations, published in Romania’s 

Official Gazette, Part I, no. 27 from 

February 6th, 1924. In Romania, the 

conception of the legal and institutional 

framework of certification and accreditation 

has been determined and driven by the 

necessity to integrate the economical 

activities in the world economical system. 

All of these have led to the constitution of 

the National System for Quality 

Certification, a legal framework which has 

been finalized by the Governmental 

Decision no. 167 from April 6th, 1992. This 

system contained both the ensemble of the 

organisms for the certification of the 

products and services, the organisms for the 

certification of the quality system, the 

organisms for the staff certification, the 

organisms for the accreditation of the 

attempt laboratories, and the ensemble of 

the accredited laboratories. Still in 1992, by 

GD no. 721, the National Centre for 

Training, Consultancy and Management for 

Quality Providing is settled [6].     

In 1993, the RELAR association becomes 

RELAR – Accreditation Organism for 

Attempt Laboratories and it has started to 

accomplish accreditation activities since 

1995.  In 2003 there is the Order of the 

Ministry of Industry and Resources no. 

354/June 12th, 2003 regarding the 

recognition of the Accreditation 

Association in Romania - RENAR as a 

national accreditation organism. The 

association is officially recognized as a 

unique national accreditation organism, 

based on GD 23/2009 and based on the 

stipulations of the Regulation (CE) no. 

765/2008 and it is coordinated by the 

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Business 

Environment.  
From the facts previously stated, it results 

that the organisms currently creating the 

legal framework regarding the two 

activities of standardisation and 

certification in Romania are: the National 

Accreditation Association in Romania 

(RENAR) and the Standardisation 

Association in Romania (ASRO). These are 

recognized and they work directly with the 

Romanian government. 

           

2. PRODUCT CERTIFICATION – 

THE EUROPEAN UNION’S NEW 

APPROACH  

 

It is known that, in 1985, the European 

Community Council adopted a new strong 

conception regarding the technical 

harmonization and implicitly the 

standardisation. This new approach 

legislatively consisted of the fact that the 

producers, the suppliers and the importers 

of products on the European Union’s 

market should prove the products 

compliance with the necessary conditions 

regarding the user’s health and security and 

also the environmental protection.  All 

these criteria and conditions are presented 

and defined by the Directives of Technical 

Harmonization, the so-called “New 

Approach”. These directives are based on 

art. 95 of the EC Treaty and they are 

adopted according to the co-decisional 

procedure stipulated in art. 251 of the EC 

Treaty.  

The “New  Approach” directives are based 

on the following principles [4]: the 

harmonization is limited at the basic 

demands; only the products accomplishing 

the basic demands may be introduced on 

the market and made functional; the 

harmonized standards whose reference 

numbers were published in the Official 

Journal and which were transposed in 

national standards are supposed to be 

compliant with the corresponding essential 
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demands; the application of the harmonized 

standards or of other technical 

specifications remains volunteer, and the 

producers may choose any technical 

solutions providing the respecting of the 

basic demands; the producers may choose 

between the different evaluation procedures 

of the conformity stipulated by the 

applicable directive; the general aspects of 

the new approach are: the free circulation 

clause, the conformity evidence, the 

management of the standard lists, the safety 

clause, the ways to test the conformity, the 

permanent committee and definitions of the 

tasks and operations of the permanent 

committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.1. Adoption of the directives according to art. 251 of the EC Treaty [4]. 

 

Figure 1 presents the “New Approach” 

directives according to art. 251 of the 

European Communion treaty. These 

directives have been introduced in all fields, 

and they are applicable both for the 

regulated products and for the non-

regulated products.   

It is important to know that, for applying 

these directives, the notified producers and 

organisms are granted a transition period of 

time allowing them to gradually change 

their evaluation procedures of conformity 

and the essential demands stipulated by the 

new directives so that the risk of production 

blocking could be avoided.  

The commission 
suggests  

The council 

After defining the Parliament opinion an of 

the Economica land Social Committee 

The European Parliament in a three 

months term 

It adopts or it does not 

adopt a decision. 
It suggests ammendments It rejects 

The document 

is adopted by 

the Council 

The council adopts all the 

ammendments and the document 
The Council establishes a reunion 

of the conciliation committee  

The Council may convoke the 

Conciliation Committee for 

explaining its position  

The European Parliament confirms 

the rejection of the common position 

by the absolute majority  

The document is not 

adopted 

The conciliation committee 

approves a text comun 

The conciliation committee 

approves no common text  

If the common text is adopted by the 

Council and by the European 

Parliament European 

The document is adopted 
The document is 

not adopted 

The document is not 

adopted  

The document is adopted if the European Parliament does 

not reject the common position by the absolute majority  

It adopts a common position by the qualified majority 
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 The evaluation of the product 

conformity, according to the European 

directives, is divided in several modules 

and each module has several evaluation 

procedures of the conformity.  There are 8 

modules and the procedure choice may be 

made by combining them, where 

appropriate, so that the conformity 

evaluation could be corresponding. 

The “New Approach” directives impose to 

the producer or to its representative in the 

Community to accomplish an EC 

conformity declaration when introducing 

the product on the market. This declaration 

is accomplished based on the EN 45014 

standard regarding the general criteria for 

the conformity declaration. The European 

Union member states, including Romania, 

are forced to take the correct measures for 

transposing the directives from different 

fields, in order to obtain the suggested 

results, in a certain period of time.   

By non-respecting these obligations, it is 

considered a disrespect of the Community 

legislation, and this is why the Commission, 

according to art. 226 of the EC Treaty, may 

take measures against the Member State 

which does not accomplish its obligations 

stipulated according to the Treaty. We may 

continue, considering art. 228, until the 

Member States need to take the measures 

necessary for respecting the decision of the 

Court of Justice.  Also, the new approach 

established the use of a different brand, 

namely the EC branding.  Its application 

and use was accomplished by the decision 

93/465/EEC. In this regard, the existing 

Directives of the new approach were 

changed by the directive 93/68/EEC (the 

“EC brand” term was replaced by the “EC 

branding”).  

 

3. CONCLUSIONS. 
 

The standardisation and the certification are 

two complex laborious activities which 

complete each other.  The new approach of 

the European Communion, regarding the 

technical harmonization and implicitly the 

standardisation, from the legislative 

viewpoint, consisted of the fact that the 

product producers, suppliers and importers 

on the European Union market should 

prove the product conformity with the 

necessary demands regarding the user’s 

health and security and also the 

environmental protection.   
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